
WAR on EART H
Wo rld Mi l i t a ry Spen d i n g $900 bn ( a pprox . )1

US Mi l i t a ry Spen d i n g $453 bn ( offic i a lly )2

Iraq spent $1.4 bn in 2001.3 And our other “po ten tial en em i e s” ?

Ira n 4 . 8 Syri a 1 . 0 N. Ko rea 2 . 1
Li bya 1 . 2 Cu ba 0 . 8 Su d a n 0 . 6 TOTA L $10.5 bn3

“The US military is curren t ly dep l oyed to more loc a ti ons than it has been
t h ro u gh o ut history.”4 In 2001 it had bases in 63 co u n tries and 255,065
troops abroad in a total of 156 co u n tri e s .5 Why?  Con s i der:

Wo rld En ergy Co n su m pti o n 9,458 m m etric tons oil equ iva l en t6

US En ergy Co n su m pti o n 2,162 m ( 2 2 % , for 4.6% of the peop l e )

It’s not just oil –– it’s a ll re s o u rce s . The US is using five times its share of
everything and trying to maintain this by force and thre a t s . Wh i l e :

“The U.S. Depa rtm ent of Def en se is, in fact, the wo rl d ’s largest poll u ter,
produ cing more hazard ous wa s te per year than 

the five largest U.S. ch emical co m panies co m bi n e d .”7

Yet Pre s i dent Bush is trying to relax envi ron m ental laws for the military.8

War is even wo rse for the envi ro n m en t. Dep l eted ura n ium lasts ef fectively
forever.9 Tanks measu re con su m pti on in ga ll ons per mile (it can take five
ga ll ons just to start the en gine of an M-1).1 0 One B-2 needs over 80,000
ga ll ons (and five ref u el i n gs) for a single mission .1 1 People suffer and die ––
and so do bi rd s , p l a n t s ,a n i m a l s , i n s ect s , and the very land itsel f . The de s ert
won’t recover for dec ade s , i f at all .1 2

1S t a te Dept esti m a tes $852 bn (1999) but US spending has ri s en ;S I P R I , $839 bn (2001), but admits that is prob-

a bly too low  2wh i teh o u s e . gov; War Re s i s ters League says $804 bn ,i n cl . VA , etc . 3cd i . org  4Do D, qu o ted by BBC

10/6/02  5Do D, c i ted at war- ti m e s . org  6wri . org  7Doll a rs and Sen se 3/13/03  8NY Ti m e s 3/22/03  9See

c adu . or g.uk and unep. org  1 0NY Ti m e s 3/28/03  1 1SF Chro n 4/26/03  1 2SF Chro n 3 / 2 7 / 0 3

This flyer & more by Pete Shanks are po s ted at word s on t h eweb. com / Pe ace / Ira q . h tm l ; vo lu n teer labor

The wa r ’s not just to co n trol the Ea rt h

It’s a war a gainst the Ea rt h
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War wi t h out en d ?
“Well first of a ll , we just started . The cou n try isn’t se c u re yet .”

–– Pre s i dent Bu s h ,4 / 2 4 / 0 31

He was talking abo ut Ira q , wh ere the prevailing sen ti m ent seems to be

“ No to imperi a l i s m , no to Is ra el , no to Am eri c a , no to Saddam”2

Guns are being sold open ly in the Ba gh d ad bazaar.3 Iraqis shoot at GIs
trying to save babies after an ammo dump ex p l ode s , and ch a n t : “Am eri c a’s
no bet ter than Sad d a m .”4 “We are not co n cerned with what the
Am ericans think of us,” s ays Mu llah Haeri in Qom . “We do not deal wi t h
the Am ericans wh a t s oever.”4 Are 150 lon g - term exiles sel ected by Pa u l
Wo l fowitz re a lly going to run Ira q?4 Even as a fron t ?

Afghanistan is sti ll “a co m bat zo n e” 5

Th ere is no law in most of Afgh a n i s t a n ; the Ka bu l – Kandahar road is sti ll not
fi xed ; t h ere is “no pause in attacks on Am erican bases and Afghan govern-
m ent posts and pers on n el .”4 “Wa rl ords terrori ze the pop u l a ti on with a
‘cl i m a te of fe a r ’.”6 And one of those warl ords warn s :

“ Pe ople think that the war in Iraq has come to an en d , but 
a n ot h er, g u erri lla wa r, s h a ll begin from this moment on.” 7

1NBC intervi ew  2S h i i tes dem on s tra ting in Ka rb a l a , Wash Po s t 4/23/03  3Wash Po s t 4/26/03  4NY Ti m e s 4 / 2 6 / 0 3
( four different arti cles)  5SF Chro n 4/26/03  6Human Ri ghts Wa tch , Reuters 4/22/03  7AP 4/26/03

What Can YOU Do Now ?
Speak out  This war inspired the largest worl dwi de pro tests ever and sti ll is –– joi n
t h em!  Talk with your nei gh bors . Vote ! Ca ll Con gress (202-224-3121); wri te to
your Repre s en t a tives and your local news p a per. Edu c a te yo u rs el f . The pri n t
m edia is not all bad , but the web is easier. Ch eck out :

g u a rd i a n . co.uk  news . y a h oo. com  washington po s t . com  zmag.org
i n depen den t . co.uk  com m on d rea m s . org  indym ed i a . org  mbeaw. org

San Jo se: s a n j o s epea ce . org Bay Are a : b a p d . org
Santa Cru z : rc nv. org s a n t a c ru z pea cecoa l i ti on . org

B ring the Troops Ho m e
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