
WAGE PEAC E
B ring the Troops Home Safe

Our troops are in harm’s way for no good re a s on . Ma ny of the mili-
t a ry are very du bious abo ut this war, l i ke Gen eral Cl a rk who led the
Ko s ovo campaign , and growing nu m bers of the troops out there now.1

The military fo ll ow civilian orders ; pol i ti cians deci d e, and most
n ever serve d. Th ere are fewer vets in Con gress than ever before and
on ly one Sen a tor has a child servi n g.2 Pre s i dent Bush avoi ded Vi etn a m
while Vi ce - Pre s i dent Ch en ey “h ad other pri ori ti e s” as did At torn ey
G en . As h c rof t , Ri ch a rd Perl e , Paul Wo l fowitz and many more3; Defen s e
Sec . Ru m s feld never saw acti on in the Navy in the 1950s. And they
even propose cut ting the VA bu d get by $14 bi ll i on over 10 ye a rs !4

161,000 Gulf War veterans are on disabi l i ty and another 48,000
h ave filed claims with the VA –– more than a qu a rter of a ll those wh o
s erved .5 Those vets are twi ce as likely to have ch i l d ren with bi rt h
defect s , because of the dep l eted ura n ium we a pon ry used , t h en and
n ow. The human costs of war go far beyond the body co u n t s . See :

Veterans Against Iraq Wa r, w w w. va iw. o rg, o r v vaw. o rg
1Wa s h . Po s t 1 / 3 1 / 0 3 , N Y News 3/16/03 2N YTi m e s 3/22/03 3S F C h ro n . 10/8/02 4N YTi m e s 3/25/03 5C N N 1 / 1 7 / 0 3

What Can YOU Do Now ?
Speak out  This war has inspired the largest pro tests ever, a ll over the worl d .
Join them!  Or find (or start) a candl el i ght Vi gi l; t h ere is com fort in ga t h-
ering toget h er, and an important sense of s p i ri tual pe ace . Talk with yo u r
n ei gh bors . Vote ! Ca ll Con gress (202-224-3121); wri te to your Repre s en t a-
tives and your local news p a per. Edu c a te yo u rs el f . The print media is not
a ll bad , but you do have to dig deep for fact s ; the web is easier. Ch eck out :

g u a rd i a n . co.uk  indepen den t . co.uk  nyti m e s . com  news . y a h oo. com
com m on d rea m s . org  zmag.org  indym ed i a . org  mbeaw. org

Local actions and info : San Jo se : s a n j o s epea ce . org
Santa Cru z : rc nv. org Bay Are a : b a p d . org
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S TOP THE WA R
The invasion of Iraq was wrong six months ago,

wrong six weeks ago and is sti ll wrong now.

Why are we there any way ?
To libera te the Iraqi peopl e ? In the second week of w a r, i t’s clear they
don’t want us. This is not the “c a kew a l k” s ome thought it would be .1

The buses from Damascus are full of Iraqis going home to defen d
t h eir co u n try; the ref u gee camps are em pty.2 Me a nwh i l e , our own
govern m ent won’t let Iraqi ref u gees into the US wi t h o ut jailing them.3

And the Iraqis rem em ber that in  we call ed on them to revo l t
and then let them get slaugh tered .4 No won der they don’t trust us.

To destroy nu cl ea r, bi ol ogical or ch emical wea po n s ? Iraq doe s n’t
h ave any nu ke s ; the “evi den ce” was a cru de fake .5 The UN In s pectors
on ly wanted “not ye a rs , n or wee k s , but mon t h s” to make certain Ira q
h ad no lon g - ra n ge rockets or ch emical or bi o l ogical we a pon s .6

To aven ge 9/11? Iraq did not do t h a t ; no link with Iraq has ever been
fo u n d.7 That was Osama Bi n - L aden , who is prob a bly in Pa k i s t a n .

To make Ira q’s nei gh b o rs safer ? The Arab League wants us to s top t h e
w a r.8 Saudi Ara bia tri ed to float a pe ace plan.9 The State Dep a rtm en t
s ays regime ch a n ge in Iraq wi ll n ot h ave a “dem oc ra tic domino ef fect .”1 0

To make Am erica safer ? The war is on ly making us less s a fe . The CIA
said that war would take our risk of terrorist attack from Iraq from
“ very low ” to “pret ty high .”7  It’s just making rec ruits for Al - Q aed a .

1Wa s h i n g ton Po s t 2/13/02  2Gu a rdian (UK) 3/26/03  3San Jo se Merc u ry 3/19/03  4SF Chro n i cl e 3/27/03  
5Reu ters 3/25/03  6Gu a rd i a n 3/7/03  7Reu ters 10/9/02  8A F P 3/24/03  9A P 3/26/03  1 0LA Ti m e s 3 / 1 4 / 0 3

This flyer made 3/28/03 by Pete Shanks, fl y @ word s on t h eweb. com ; vo lu n teer labor

Wh en you’re in a hol e , fi rst stop diggi n g
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